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These results of the bureau are not yet fully tabulated, but upon the basis of data collected in fifteen shipbuilding centers for August, 1918, the average increase up to that time over 1914 was 65 per cent.1
These figures are not based on wholesale prices, which fluctuate somewhat more widely than do retail prices, nor on food alone, which is only about 40 per cent of the budget, but are based upon food, rent, fuel and light, clothing and sundries. The increased cost of living is found by combining the increased cost of each of these five classes of expenditure, after the increased cost of each class has been weighted according to its relative importance in the budget.
The increase in the price of food is found by taking an average of the increase (or decrease) in some thirty or forty articles of food, each weighted according to the amount spent on it. For a particular locality, prices of each article are taken from eight or ten stores. Food in October, 1918, has increased 75 per cent over the average price for 1914-1915.
The increase in rent for a town or city is found by taking a sample of from 500 to 2,000 houses or apartments, located proportionally in all the districts where workingmen live and finding the average change in rent of these dwellings over the period studied. The increase in rent has not been so rapid nor so great as the increase in most other items of the budget The changes in rent vary widely from locality to locality. Thus in Detroit from December, 1914, to March, 1918, rent increased 38 per cent, while in Jacksonville from December, 1914, to August, 1918, rents fell one per cent.
The problem in measuring the increase in fuel and light lies chiefly in weighting the changes in price according to the extent that each type of fuel and light is used by the community. In general the increase in coal and wood has been nearly the same in most areas, while changes in rates for gas and electricity vary somewhat by locality. Gas and electricity have usually not changed so much in price, increasing by no great percentage and in rare instances falling slightly. From December, 1914, to August, 1918, fuel and light have increased from 25 per cent to 45 per cent, in most cases being near the latter figure.
Clothing has increased to the greatest extent of any general
*The Increase In cost of li-ring for New York City up to December 1918 (over December 1914) has been computed and is 75 per cent.